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	1. Chapter 1

_Neither Nyssa of Traken nor Tegan Jovanka ever found out why the time storm had suddenly snatched them from the Doctor's side. However, a new adventure now awaited them and the two friends they would soon meet on a certain island in the South Pacific, circa the Earth year 1968._

**OOOOOOOO**

"Here you go, Gilligan, a coconut cream pie," Mary Ann Summers said as she set the pie down in front of Gilligan.

"Oh boy, thanks Mary Ann," Gilligan said as he dug into the pie. "Your pies are the best, and so are you."

"Why Gilligan, that's sweet of you to say," Mary Ann replied, blushing slightly.

"Actually, Mary Ann, there's something I've wanted to tell you for a while now. I..." Before he could continue, a vortex appeared and deposited Nyssa and Tegan in front of the astonished castaways.

"Gilligan, who are they? Where did they come from?" Mary Ann asked with a slight tremble in her voice.

"I don't know, but I'll find out," Gilligan said as he got to his feet and interposed himself between Mary Ann and the two newcomers. "Who are you two? How did you get here?" Gilligan asked.

"I'm Tegan Jovanka. And for how I got here, I have no idea," Tegan replied.

"I'm Nyssa of Traken. Just where is this place?" Nyssa asked.

Gilligan and Mary Ann looked at each other. "Well..." Gilligan began.


	2. Chapter 2

Gilligan and Mary Ann had introduced themselves to Nyssa and Tegan and told them about how they'd ended up stranded on the island.

"Well, it's nice to meet you two," Tegan said to Gilligan and Mary Ann. "Even if it's under strange circumstances."

"It's just the two of you here?" Nyssa asked.

"No, there are seven of us on this island," Gilligan said. "The Skipper, Professor, Ginger, and the Howell's are on the other side of the island. They're exploring some caves."

"We were all supposed to go, but I got sick," Mary Ann said.

"And I volunteered to stay here and look after Mary Ann until the others came back," Gilligan added. "They should be back in about two days."

"Well, then maybe this Professor of yours can help us," Tegan said.

"I don't know, Tegan, this is a bit out of his depth," Mary Ann said.

"Yeah, he can't even build a boat," Gilligan said. "Although he did build a lot of neat stuff." Gilligan went on to describe some of the Professor's inventions.

"Sounds like he did help you all adjust to living here," Nyssa said. "However, I think Mary Ann is right. What happened to Tegan and I may be out of his field."

"I guess the best hope that Nyssa and I have is that the Doctor is looking for us," Tegan replied.

"Yes, Tegan, but, knowing the TARDIS, that could take a while," Nyssa said.

"Well, until this Doctor guy shows up, you're welcome to stay with us," Gilligan said.

"Yes, you both can move into the Girl's Hut with Ginger and I," Mary Ann added.

"Thank you both. You're very kind," Nyssa said.

"We accept your offer," Tegan said.


	3. Chapter 3

The other Castaways had returned and had been introduced to Nyssa and Tegan. "I must say that your stories are fascinating," the Professor said. "This vortex just brought you here?"

"Yes, it did," Tegan said.

"And we have no idea how to get back to the Doctor," Nyssa added.

"It's true, Professor," Mary Ann said. "Gilligan and I saw the whole thing."

"Yeah, this weird thing just appeared, and then there they were," Gilligan said.

"Oh I don't doubt your accounts," the Professor said. "I've just never heard of anything like that happening."

"Except on that _Twilight Zone_ show," the Skipper said.

"I beg your pardon?" Nyssa asked the Skipper.

"Oh, it's nothing," the Skipper replied.

"My dear, I can't help but notice your accent," Mrs. Howell said to Nyssa. "Where exactly are you from?"

"Traken," Nyssa replied, hoping no one would press for details.

"I'm from Australia," Tegan said, coming to Nyssa's rescue. "Brisbane." Of course, she didn't mention that she also came from about 15 years into the future.

"Anyway, Nyssa and Tegan are going to bunk with Ginger and myself until their Doctor friend comes for them," Many Ann said. She turned to Ginger. "I don't you don't mind, Ginger."

"No, that's fine," Ginger said.

"I think it's kind of neat that we're gonna have two new Castaways here," Gilligan said. "Believe me, we have lots of neat adventures here."

"I don't doubt it," Nyssa said.

_If they only knew of the adventures we've had. _Tegan thought.


	4. Chapter 4

Six months have now passed since Nyssa and Tegan arrived on the island. The two of them are sunbathing at the lagoon, where Gilligan and Mary Ann find them.

"Hi Nyssa, hi Tegan," Gilligan said as he and Mary Ann sat down next to them.

"Lunch will be ready soon," Mary Ann said.

"Thank you, we'll be right there," Tegan replied.

"Will there be coconut cream pie afterwards?" Nyssa asked.

"Yes, there will. I made two of them," Mary Ann said.

"Wow, Nyssa, you like coconut cream pies as much as I do. Of course, they have Mary Ann's special touch," Gilligan said.

"Oh, Gilligan," Mary Ann said as she blushed slightly.

_When are those two going to stop dancing around the issue and admit that they like each other?_ Tegan thought. In the six months she'd been here on the island, she had come to see the signs.

"It's also kind of an anniversary," Gilligan said.

"Anniversary?" Tegan asked.

"Yeah, it's now been six months since you and Nyssa got here."

"Has it been that long?" Tegan said.

"Yes, Tegan, it has," Nyssa replied. "I think we may have to accept that we may be here for a long time."

"Well, Nyssa, if that's the case, then there are worst places I think we could be," Tegan said. "Still..."

"Yes, what is it, Tegan?" Nyssa asked.

"Where the heck has the Doctor been all this time?" Tegan wondered.


	5. Chapter 5

Mary Ann watched as Nyssa devoured one of her coconut cream pies. "You look like you enjoyed that," Mary Ann said.

"I did," Nyssa replied.

"I guess you don't have coconut cream pies in... Where was it you came from again?"

"Traken," Nyssa said.

"You know, I don't think I've ever heard of that country," Mary Ann said. "Of course, geography was never my strong point."

"So, any of that pie left for me?" Gilligan asked as he and Tegan walked up to the table where Nyssa and Mary Ann were sitting.

"Here you are, Gilligan," Mary Ann said as she handed the second pie to Gilligan. "Better eat it before Nyssa does."

"I guess we'll have to program the TARDIS kitchen to make coconut cream pies," Tegan said. "That's assuming we ever see the TARDIS again.

"Still no sign of your friend?" Gilligan asked.

"Nope, and I'm starting to lose hope that we'll ever see him again," Tegan said.

"Yes, it's been half a year now," Nyssa added.

"Looks like you two are full fledged Castaways now, like the rest of us," Mary Ann said.

"Yeah, welcome to our group," Gilligan added as he tore into the second coconut cream pie.


	6. Chapter 6

Very slowly, the boat pulled into the lagoon and Dr. Boris Balinkoff, and his assistant, Igor, disembarked. "Boss, why are we back here again?" Igor asked.

"Because, Igor, I have another experiment, and these people make such good test subjects," Balinkoff replied, before going into his mad scientist laugh.

"Whatever you say, boss,"

"Come, Igor, we have work to do," Balinkoff said as he led the way into the jungle.

**OOOOOOOO**

Not far away, Nyssa, Tegan, Mary Ann, and Gilligan were gathering coconuts. "I think this is enough for more coconut cream pies," Nyssa said.

"More than enough, actually," Mary Ann said, smiling. "Of course I now have two people here who love my pies."

"Well, your pies are the best, Mary Ann," Gilligan said. "I always love it when you make them."

"Thank you, Gilligan," Mary Ann replied. "That means a lot to me."

"Okay, seriously you two," Tegan said. putting her hands on her hips.

"What is it, Tegan?" Mary Ann asked.

"I mean you two are clearly... Ouch!" She suddenly put a hand to the back of her neck.

"What's wrong, Tegan?" Nyssa asked with concern in her voice.

Tegan didn't reply, instead she pulled her hand back. In it was what appeared to be a dart of some kind. "What the..." was all Tegan managed to get out, before she collapsed to the ground.

"Tegan!" Nyssa said as she ran to her friend's side. "What happ... Ouch!" Like Tegan before her, Nyssa slapped a hand to her neck and then collapsed.

"Gilligan, get the Prof... Ouch!" Soon Mary Ann was lying prone on the ground.

"What's going on!? I... Ouch!" And with that, Gilligan joined the three women on the ground.

"Excellent, my tranquilizer darts all hit their marks," Balinkoff said as he and Igor stepped out of the bushes. "They'll be out for hours, more than enough time for us to get them back to our island."

"Boss, who are these two?" Igor asked, pointing to Nyssa and Tegan. "I thought there were only seven of them here."

"I don't know, Igor, and I really don't care. These two new ones will do just as well. Come, let's get them to the boat."

"Right, boss," Igor said.


	7. Chapter 7

Nyssa, Tegan, Mary Ann, and Gilligan regained consciousness to find themselves locked in a dungeon. "Oh no, not him again," Gilligan said, as he recognized the dungeon.

"Who are you talking about?" Nyssa said.

"A mad scientist named Boris Balinkoff," Gilligan replied. "The first time we met him, he switched all our minds around."

"The second time, he tried to brainwash us into robbing Fort Knox for him," Mary Ann added.

"Sounds like a real nut job," Tegan said.

"He is," Mary Ann said.

"Believe me, Mary Ann, Tegan and I have seen worse," Nyssa said. "I should tell you and Gilligan about the Master sometime."

Before Gilligan or Mary Ann could answer Nyssa, the door to the dungeon opened and Balinkoff strode in. "Ah, I see the four of you are awake," he said.

"Wow, nothing gets by you, Einstein," Tegan said sarcastically.

"Oh, quite a mouth on you," Balinkoff said to Tegan. He looked from her, to Nyssa, and back again. "I don't know either of you."

"And I wish we hadn't had the pleasure," Nyssa said.

"However, I know you two," Balinkoff said to Gilligan and Mary Ann.

"What do you want with us now, Balinkoff?" Gilligan asked. "Another mad experiment?"

"That, my young friend, will have to wait," Balinkoff said as he strode out of the dungeon, closing the door behind him.

"Well, that didn't tell us much," Mary Ann said.

**OOOOOOOO**

In his lab, Balinkoff looked at the machine in front of him. "Soon, Igor, we'll use our prisoners to test my new space/time machine!"


	8. Chapter 8

"Nyssa, can I borrow your broach?" Tegan asked.

"Sure, here you go," Nyssa said as she removed her broach and handed it to Tegan. "What do you need it for?"

"I think I can jimmy this lock." With that, Tegan began to work on the lock. In no time, she got the door open.

"Wow, Tegan, where did you learn to do that?" Mary Ann asked.

"When you've broken out of as many prisons as I have, you learn things," Tegan said. "Let's go."

**OOOOOOOO**

Soon after, the four of them had made their way to Balinkoff's lab, where a cabinet like object stood. Damned if they doesn't look like... Tegan began to think.

"It's a TARDIS!" Nyssa exclaimed.

"TARDIS?" Gilligan asked.

"Yes, it stands for Time And Relative Dimensions In Space," Nyssa replied. "We've told you about that. It's the kind of vehicle our friend, the Doctor, has."

"Yes, but you said your friend came from another planet," Mary Ann said. "That had this advanced civilization that made these things. How could Balinkoff have built one?"

"I don't think he did," Tegan said. She had picked up what appeared to be a journal of some kind. "According to this, this TARDIS washed up on the shore of Balinkoff's island a few months ago. He's been tinkering with it ever since."

"Can we take a look inside?" Gilligan asked.

"Sure, I guess," Tegan said as she picked what appeared to be a key. The four of them went inside and found themselves in a Console Room, that looked similar, but more advanced than the Doctor's.

"This must be a later model of TARDIS," Nyssa said. "I wonder how it got here to Earth in the late 1960's."

"I don't know," Tegan said.

Meanwhile, Gilligan and Mary Ann were both amazed at what they were seeing. "It's... It's..." Gilligan said.

"Bigger on the inside than it is on the outside. I know," Tegan said.

"I mean I know you told us about it, but to actually see it," Mary Ann said.

At that point, Gilligan, being Gilligan, stumbled into the console and hit the controls. Soon the Time Rotor began to move. "What's going on!?" Gilligan asked.

"We're taking off," Nyssa replied.

**OOOOOOOO**

Balinkoff and Igor had come back into the lab in time to see the TARDIS dematerialize. "No! I wasn't ready!" Balinkoff screamed. "Come back!" However, the TARDIS was gone.


	9. Chapter 9

"Nyssa, can't you steady this thing?" Mary Ann asked as the four of them clutched to the console of the TARDIS.

"I'm trying, but some of these controls have been damaged," Nyssa replied.

"Balinkoff must have been monkeying around with it," Gilligan said.

"No, I don't think so," Nyssa said, shaking her head. "This damage looks much more severe." Very slowly, the TARDIS steadied out.

"That's better," Mary Ann said.

"Yes, but I'm afraid I still don't know where we're going," Nyssa said.

"Sounds familiar," Tegan replied. She began to work the controls at the part of the console at which she was standing. "Hey, this looks interesting."

"What is it, Tegan?" Nyssa asked.

"Looks like a log of some kind, made by the Time Lord who originally owned this TARDIS."

"What does it say?" Gilligan asked.

"Well, from what I can make out, this TARDIS was in a battle in something called the Time War," Tegan said. "Anyway, the TARDIS took heavy damage. The Time Lord was forced to abandon it."

"Time War? What's that?" Mary Ann asked.

"I have no idea," Tegan replied. "The Doctor has never mentioned any such war in all the time we travelled with him."

"Unless, from the perspective of the Doctor, it hasn't happened yet," Nyssa pointed out.

"Good point," Tegan said. "Anyway, I'm guessing that, after it was abandoned, this TARDIS just drifted through time and space, until it came to Earth in the 1960's."

"Where Balinkoff got a hold of it," Gilligan said.

"And now we have it," Mary Ann added.

"Do you think we can finally find the Doctor now?" Tegan asked.

"I don't know, Tegan, as I said, this TARDIS is damaged. It might take a while to get things working again," Nyssa replied. "Let's get started."


	10. Chapter 10

"I think I may be getting this TARDIS under control now," Nyssa said.

"That's good," Tegan said. "We're not shaking as much anymore."

"Where are we going?" Gilligan asked.

"Can you get us back to our island?" Mary Ann wondered.

"I don't know," Nyssa said, shaking her head. "The guidance system is still a little erratic."

"You really know how to fly this thing?" Gilligan said.

"Yes, the Doctor taught me the basics of flying his TARDIS. Yes, this model seems more advanced, but the principles seem to be the same."

"That's good to know, I guess," Mary Ann said. She glanced at the rear door of the console room. "Where does that lead?"

"Well, if this TARDIS is anything like the Doctor's, then there are corridors and rooms beyond that door," Tegan said.

"Corridors and rooms? How big is this thing!?" Gilligan asked.

"From what I understand about the TARDIS, it could be infinite," Nyssa said.

"Infinite!?" Gilligan and Mary Ann said together. Clearly both of them had a hard time accepting the concept.

"I know how you two feel?" Tegan said, smiling.

At that point, the time rotor began to slow down.

"What's happening now?" Mary Ann asked.

"We're materializing," Tegan said as the rotor came to a stop. "Any idea of where we are, Nys?"

"No, I can't get a fix on our position," Nyssa said. She worked the control that activated the view screen. A green and hilly countryside could be seen.

"Looks friendly," Gilligan said.

"Could be Britain, I guess," Tegan said.

"Well, the air is breathable, and the gravity does match that of Earth," Nyssa said. "Perhaps we should go outside and take a look around."

**OOOOOOOO**

In no time, the four of them were outside the TARDIS. "Are we in the 20th Century?" Gilligan asked.

"I don't think so, Gilligan," Tegan said and indicated the Roman soldiers who had come over the nearest hill and were slowly approaching the group.


	11. Chapter 11

The Roman commander walked up to Gilligan. "Greetings, I am Romulus Maximus. Who are you?"

_Me, he's talking to me,_ Gilligan thought. "Uh, I'm Gilligan."

"Ah, and are these women your concubines?" Maximus asked.

"Concu... Concu..." Gilligan stammered. "I don't even know what that means."

"I know what it means," Tegan said. "It means..."

"Silence wench! I was not talking to you!" Maximus barked.

Meanwhile, Nyssa had come up to Gilligan and whispered something in his ear.

"What?" Gilligan said, his eyes going wide. "These women are not my concu... I mean, they're my friends, nothing more."

"Well, if that's the case, then perhaps you'd like to sell one or more of them to me," Maximus said as his eyes fell on Mary Ann. "Her, perhaps."

Before anyone could react, Gilligan walked up and slugged Maximus. "Don't you EVER talk of Mary Ann that way again!"

The Roman soldiers all drew their weapons.

"Uh, I think a retreat is called for," Tegan said.

"You're right, Tegan," Nyssa said. "Quickly, into the TARDIS!" The four of them ran into the TARDIS, which quickly dematerialized.

"By the Gods!" Maximus exclaimed as he looked at the place where the TARDIS had been.

**OOOOOOOO**

Meanwhile, on the TARDIS, Mary Ann was tending to Gilligan's hand. "Did you really mean what you said back there, Gilligan?"

"Yeah, Mary Ann, I did," Gilligan replied. "That creep had no right to talk about you like that."

"Gilligan, you're a hero," Mary Ann said. "When we get back to the island, I'll make you the biggest coconut cream pie ever."

"Well, that might take a while," Nyssa said. "I'm still having problems with the guidance systems."

"Well, if that's the case, we better get comfortable," Tegan said. "I saw some bedrooms in the corridor. I suppose we all better settle in for the time being."


	12. Chapter 12

The four of them had settled in. This TARDIS had bedrooms (Nyssa and Tegan shared one, while Mary Ann and Gilligan had adjoining ones just opposite Nyssa and Tegan's), a kitchen with a food dispenser (which showed that the Doctor was not the only Time Lord that favoured the planet Earth) , an extensive wardrobe, all the comforts of home. Gilligan was sitting in the kitchen, eating, when Mary Ann came in. "I see you've found the food dispenser," she said, once she saw the food. She pulled up a chair and joined him. "I suppose it even makes coconut cream pies."

"I don't know, Mary Ann, I never tried to have it make one for me," Gilligan said. "It wouldn't be as good as yours."

"Oh, Gilligan, you say the sweetest things," Mary Ann said, blushing slightly.

"Mary Ann, I was wondering..." Gilligan said and broke off. "What I mean is..."

Before he could get any further, Tegan came in and made herself a cup of coffee. "I hope I wasn't interrupting something," she said.

"Uh, no," Gilligan said quickly.

_I wonder what he was going to say?_ Mary Ann thought.

"Well, I was just coming to tell you two that Nyssa and I have found something," Tegan said. Over the previous few days, the four of them had been exploring their new home, looking for items they could use.

"What it is, Tegan?" Mary Ann asked.

"It better if I show you. Come on."

Soon the four of them were in the console room. Nyssa was there, with a bunch of devices that looked like small black balls. "What are those?" Gilligan asked.

"They appear to be message drones," Nyssa said. "What I mean is that we can record messages on them, and send them through time and space."

"So we can send a message to the island," Mary Ann said. "Let them know we're okay."

"Yes, you can," Nyssa said. "Here how it works..."

**OOOOOOOO**

On Gilligan's Island...

The other castaways had been searching for days, but there had been no sign of Gilligan, Mary Ann, Nyssa and Tegan. They were gathered in the hut area, getting ready for another search, when a small black ball just appeared out of nowhere and hovered there. As the astonished castaways watched, the black ball emitted a holographic projection of Gilligan and Mary Ann.

"Hi everyone, I know you've probably been worried about us, but we're okay," Gilligan said.

"Here's what happened to us," Mary Ann said and recounted their adventures so far. "And that's it."

"We'll be back someday," Gilligan said. "I don't know when, but we will be back." With that, the two holograms faded away.

"God speed, little buddy," the Skipper said. "God speed."

**OOOOOOOO**

On the TARDIS...

"You think they got our message?" Gilligan asked.

"They should have," Nyssa said. "You did provide the spacial and temporal co-ordinates to your island."

"Are you two going to send a similar message to this Doctor?" Mary Ann asked.

"We already did," Tegan said. "However, we don't know where the Doctor is now, so our drone might take a long time to find him."

"Our message was like yours, telling the Doctor that we're okay and not to worry about us," Nyssa said.


	13. Chapter 13

"We've landed," Nyssa said as she looked at the console.

"Where?" Tegan asked.

"I don't know, the guidance system is still offline," Nyssa activated the viewer and soon the four of them were treated a view of a cornfield.

"It's Kansas!" Mary Ann said with delight.

"Are you sure, Mary Ann?" Gilligan asked.

"Yes, I know my home state when I see it," Mary Ann said and turned to Nyssa. "Can we go out?"

"Yes, but first I want to find out just where and when we are," Nyssa said and held up one of the black holographic balls.

"What are you doing to do with that?" Tegan asked.

"These can also be used to feed live images to us. I'm going to have this one do a recon." Soon, Nyssa had sent the black ball out on its mission and the image of a town appeared on the screen.

"That's my home town. Winfield, Kansas!" Mary Ann chirped as she turned to Gilligan. "Now you can finally meet my family. And then..."

"Hang on a moment, you two," Tegan said and pointed at the image. "Look at those clothes and cars. It looks like we've landed in the 1940's."

"Twenty years too soon," Gilligan said. "I'm sorry, Mary Ann, I really wanted to meet your family."

"Can we still go into town?" Mary Ann asked Nyssa.

"Yes, we can," Nyssa replied. "After the four of us go to the wardrobe room and find some period clothing. We don't want to stand out."

**OOOOOOOO**

A short time later, the four of them, now dressed in 1940's clothing, emerged from the TARDIS, which had taken the shape of a huge bail of hay. "At least the Chameleon Circuit works in this TARDIS," Nyssa said. Seeing the blank look on Gilligan and Mary Ann's faces, she added: "I'll explain later."

**OOOOOOOO**

In no time, the little group had entered Winfield. Tegan spotted a calendar inside a barber shop and read the date on it. "1947."

"What!?" Mary Ann said.

"I said it was 1947," Tegan replied. "What's wrong, Mary Ann?"

Mary Ann didn't answer. Her focus was on a young couple, walking down the street with a little girl, who looked about nine years old.

"Mary Ann, isn't that..." Gilligan began.

"Yes, Gilligan, those are my parents, Arthur and Beatrice Summers," Mary Ann said slowly. "And that little girl... That little girl is me."


	14. Chapter 14

The four time travellers had retreated to a local diner, where they looked after the shaken Mary Ann. "This is Beekman's Diner," Mary Ann said as she looked around. "I used to... I mean, I will frequent this place with my friends, when I'm a teenager."

"Mary Ann, are you all right?" Nyssa asked. "What happened back there."

"I... It was seeing my parents," Mary Ann said. "They were killed in a car accident in 1947, this year."

"Oh my God, what happened?" Tegan asked.

"We were coming back from an outing, when one of the tires blew. The car hit a tree head on," Mary Ann said, tears forming in her eyes. "My parents, they didn't make it."

"Mary Ann..." Gilligan began.

"No, Gilligan, let me continue," Mary Ann said. "I myself was knocked out. Some people, I never did find out who they were, came by and pulled me out of the car. They stayed with me until the ambulance came and took me to the hospital. When I got out of the hospital, I went to live with my Uncle George and Aunt Martha, on their farm, which is about twenty miles outside of Winfield."

"These were close relatives of yours?" Nyssa asked.

"Yes, Uncle George was my father's brother," Mary Ann replied. "They already had three children, but they took me in and raised me like I was their fourth. Over time, I came to see them as parents, and my cousins as siblings."

Ar that point, a waitress came over. "Hi, my name's Maggie. Can I get you four anything?"

"Four coffees please," Tegan said.

"Right," Maggie said and went off to place the orders.

"I know that waitress," Mary Ann said. "Her daughter, Cindy, will become my best friend in high school. In fact, Cindy will work here as a waitress herself at that time."

"I'm not surprised," Tegan said, knowing that, in 1947, being a waitress was one of the few jobs a woman could get.

Meanwhile, Gilligan had picked up a newspaper that another diner had left behind and was reading the funny pages.

Mary Ann looked at the date on the newspaper and another chill went through her. If the date on the paper was correct, today was July 3rd. Tomorrow, July 4th, would be the day of the car accident that would changer her life forever.


	15. Chapter 15

"I know what you're thinking, Mary Ann," Nyssa said, once the four of them had returned to their TARDIS.

"Do you now," Mary Ann said.

"Yes, you're thinking of trying to save your parents. Am I right?"

"Well, yes I am," Mary Ann said. "What of it?"

"You can't do it, Mary Ann. You can't change history, not one iota."

"Oh come on, Nyssa, this is not like strangling Hitler in his crib or stopping the Kennedy assassination," Mary Ann said defensively. "This is just about saving a simple Kansas farmer and his wife."

"None the less, the one lesson we learned from travelling with the Doctor is that you cannot change the past," Nyssa said. "Mary Ann, believe me, I know how you feel. I've told you how my home world was destroyed. Don't you think that, if I could, I would go and prevent it, but I can't. The damage to time could be catastrophic."

"Could be. You hear that, Nyssa, you're guessing," Mary Ann said. "You don't know for sure, do you."

"Well, no I don't. I just know what the Doctor has said, and he's a Time Lord. He knows what he's talking about."

"Yeah, well he's not here, is he," Mary Ann said as she stormed out of the console room. Soon the door to her bedroom could be heard slamming shut.

"Well, that could have gone better," Tegan said.

"I'll go talk to her," Gilligan said as he headed out of the console room and for Mary Ann's room.


	16. Chapter 16

Mary Ann was in her room, on the TARDIS, lying on her bed, when a knock sounded on her door. "Go away, Nyssa!" Mary Ann shouted.

"It's me," Gilligan said as he peeked into the room. "I was just checking up on you. Can I come in?"

"Sure, Gilligan, I'm not mad at you," Mary Ann said as she sat up on the bed. "I guess you heard all that happened."

"Yeah, I did," Gilligan said. "From the gist of it, it seems you can't change what's already happened."

"That's just it, Gilligan, it hasn't happened yet. My parents are still alive."

"Yes, but it's going to have happened," Gilligan said. "Am I making sense here?" His head was starting to spin at all this. Where is the Professor when we need him? Gilligan thought.

"Yes, Gilligan, you are," Mary Ann said. "Still, I have to try, Gilligan. Why else do you think we ended up in this time and place?"

"Gee, Mary Ann, I thought you were happy living on that farm with your aunt and uncle."

"Oh, Gilligan, don't get me wrong, I love Aunt Martha and Uncle George dearly," Mary Ann said. "Still, there are times that I've wondered what it would have been like had my parents had the chance to raise me. Would they have had any more children? So many questions."

"I understand, Mary Ann," Gilligan said. "In fact, I'd like to help you, if I can."

"Good," Mary Ann said and began to lay our her plan.

**OOOOOOOO**

In the console room, Nyssa and Tegan were having a discussion of their own. "We can't take off? Why?" Tegan asked.

"Some kind of localized distortion in the space/time continuum," Nyssa replied. Until it clears up, we're not going anywhere?"

"What's causing it?" Tegan asked.

"I have no idea."


	17. Chapter 17

Winfield, Kansas, July 4th, 1947...

Very slowly, Gilligan and Mary Ann crept out of the TARDIS. They had been extra careful not to wake up Nyssa or Tegan. "Looks like we're in the clear," Mary Ann said.

"Yeah," Gilligan replied. "How much time do we have to reach your parents, before the accident happens?"

"About an hour. We better hurry." Mary Ann said. The two of the began to make their way across the hay field. They had almost reached the road, when Mary Ann cried out and fell to the ground.

"Mary Ann! What happened?" Gilligan said as he ran to his friends side.

"I twisted my ankle," Mary Ann replied in pain. "I don't understand, I'm not usually so clumsy."

_It's like time is trying to stop us,_ Gilligan thought. "Here, Mary Ann, let me help you up." He slowly helped Mary Ann to her feet. He looked at her ankle and saw that it was swelling up. "We better get back to the TARDIS and..."

"No, Gilligan, I can make it," Mary Ann said. "Please, we have to do this now."

"But..."

"Please!" Mary Ann said in a pleading voice.

"Okay, okay. Here, let me help you," Gilligan said. Very slowly, the two of them continued on their way.

**OOOOOOOO**

It had been a wonderful outing for Arthur Summers, his wife, Beatrice, and their young daughter, Mary Ann. They had spent the morning at the county fair and we now heading back home. Suddenly, the right front tire of the car blew out. As Arthur fought to control the car, he didn't see the tree that they were heading for until it was too late.

**OOOOOOOO**

After much walking, much of it helping Mary Ann along, the two former castaways arrived to the sight of the car squished against the tree. "Oh my God! We're too late!" Mary Ann said, tears starting to form in her eyes. "If I hadn't twisted my ankle..."

"It's like time itself was against us," Gilligan said slowly.

"It was," Nyssa said as she and Tegan emerged from some corn stalks.

"Good thing we planted that homing device on you, Gilligan," Tegan said. "We figured you two might try something like this."

"I... I... I don't understand," Mary Ann said. "Why did we end up here if I couldn't save my parents. Why..."

"I think I may know," Nyssa said. "Mary Ann, you mentioned to us that some people pulled you out of the car after the accident."

"That's right," Mary Ann said. "However, I was knocked out. I never saw them. I... You mean..."

"Yes, Mary Ann, it seems that we were those people," Nyssa said. "It's the only answer that makes sense."

"Then we better go rescue little Mary Ann," Gilligan said and headed for the car.

"There's a farm house nearby, I'll go there and call for an ambulance," Tegan said.

Meanwhile, Mary Ann had followed Gilligan to the wrecked car. As she reached it, she saw Gilligan open the back door and gently pull her nine year old self out. "She's gonna be okay," Gilligan said. "I mean she must be..."

However, Mary Ann was not listening. She had walked right up to the front of the car and saw that her mother, Beatrice Summers, was still alive. _I thought she'd been killed instantly._ Mary Ann thought.

"My daughter..." Beatrice moaned.

"It's all right," Mary Ann said in reassuring voice. "My friend got her out in time. I'm... She's going to be fine."

Beatrice took a good, long look at Mary Ann. "You... You grew up beautiful..."

_She knows who I am, but how? _Mary Ann thought.

Then, with a sigh, Beatrice slumped back into her seat, breathing her last breath.

"Mommy! No..." Mary Ann said and dissolved into tears as the reality of the situation overtook her. She had lost her parents, again.


	18. Chapter 18

**Winfield, Kansas, July 4th, 1947...**

Tegan had arrived at the farmhouse and pounded on the door, until the farmer had let her in. "There's been an accident," Tegan said. "Quickly, call 9-1-1."

"Nine what?" the baffled farmer asked.

_Stupid!_ Tegan's brain roared. _This is 1947, 9-1-1 doesn't exist yet._ She tried again. "Call an ambulance, there's been a bad car accident." Tegan went on to describe the accident.

"Right, I'll call them right away," the farmer said, once Tegan had finished.

**OOOOOOOO**

When Tegan got back to the site of the accident, she was greeted to the sight of Nyssa tending to the unconscious nine-year-old Mary Ann, while Gilligan comforted the adult one. "How is she?" Tegan asked Nyssa.

"Unconscious, but alive," Nyssa replied. "She was fortunate to be in the back seat when the accident occurred. The front of the car, where her parents were, took the brunt of it. However, she does need medical attention."

"Well, help is on the way," Tegan said and went on to explain how the farmer had called for an ambulance.

"It's happening just as the older Mary Ann said it would," Nyssa added.

**OOOOOOOO**

Meanwhile, Gilligan was doing his best to comfort his friend. "Oh, Gilligan, I've lost my parents again," Mary Ann sobbed. "It's not fair! It's just not fair!"

"I know, Mary Ann, I know," Gilligan said. He looked for more comforting words to say, but he wasn't used to dealing with this kind of a situation.

"They'll never get to see me grow up, they'll never get to be grandparents," Mary Ann said. "Oh why did we have to come here, Gilligan. Why!?"

"To save you, the 1947 you, I mean," Gilligan said. "That's why we came here, Mary Ann. Because we were always meant to come here."

"But that means..."

"Yes, it was always meant to happen this way," Gilligan said. "Don't ask me how or why, but that's just how it is."

**OOOOOOOO**

The ambulance arrived about ten minutes later. Once little Mary Ann was loaded into the back, Mary Ann gave the ambulance driver information on how her Uncle George and Aunt Martha could be reached. "Uncle George and Aunt Martha told me what happened," Mary Ann told Nyssa, Tegan, and Gilligan, once the ambulance had driven away. "They told me about the people who had rescued me. By the time the Sheriff arrived at the scene of the accident, the people had disappeared. They were never found."

"And since we are those same people, I guess that's our cue to leave," Tegan said.

"We better return to the TARDIS before the authorities arrive," Nyssa said. "We must keep history on track."

"Are you going to be okay, Mary Ann?" Gilligan asked.

"I don't know, Gilligan," Mary Ann replied. "I just don't know." She turned and took one last look at the wreck of her family car, and the bodies of her parents. "Come on, let's go. There's nothing for me here now."


End file.
